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Columnist runs for Tories
Newspaper columnist Sue-Ann Levy, left, has been nominated as the Progressive Conservative

candidate for next month�s provincial byelection in Toronto�s St. Paul�s riding. ��� �����	�� 
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Actor Michael Cera joins other celebrities for charity sports event
Soccer event gets superbad
Bets were placed,
challenges accepted and
spirits were high as
celebrities laced up 
alongside regular-joe 
athletes to raise money for
a youth centre in northern
Uganda.

Big names like actor
Michael Cera and Weezer
lead singer Rivers Cuomo
hit the pitch with sports
enthusiasts from across
the Greater Toronto Area
at the Athletes for Africa
soccer tournament, an inti-
mate event that had fans
and players rubbing shoul-
ders in the Saturday sun at
Cherry Beach.

“I think it’s an easy thing
for me to do to help people
out,” said Cera, of Juno and
Superbad fame.

Having donned blinding
red short shorts, Cera said
he was playing his first
game in more than 10
years.

“I wanted to come be-
cause I’m afraid of soccer

and I wanted to face my
fear,” Cera deadpanned.

After holding his own
for most of the game, the

young actor said his
biggest achievement was
successfully passing the
ball.

“I really expected to lose.
That’s what I’m used to,”
he said after his team tied
a game.

Other celebrities, howev-
er, weren’t as modest.

“I’m trying to raise mon-
ey and also trying to score.
Those are my two goals,”
said a sweaty Murray Fos-
ter from folk-rock group
Great Big Sea.

Foster played a few
games, managing to stop
two goals, before heading
to the Molson Amphithe-
atre for a performance Sat-
urday evening.

“I’m exhausted. The
show will be awful,” said
Foster, grinning widely.

The first event of its
kind, the tournament had
already raised more than
$30,000 through online
team pledges before the
games began.
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On hand... 
• Metro soccer columnist
Ben Rycroft also participat-
ed in Saturday�s event. 

Actor Michael Cera, of Superbad and Juno fame, joined other celebrities Saturday at Cherry Beach
for a day of soccer to benefit impoverished African children.
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Friend looks back on slain homeless man
����� Raymond May, a 65-
year-old former crack ad-
dict, sits on a bench in
Moss Park overwhelmed
with grief. The bench has
special meaning for him
and he touches it absent-
mindedly as he speaks.

It was on this very same
bench on the morning of
Aug. 31, 2005, that his
friend Paul Croutch was
killed — beaten to death by
three intoxicated soldiers
from a nearby armoury.

May won’t hang out in
the park at night anymore.
It’s too dangerous. But on a
hot summer afternoon he
doesn’t mind walking over
to the park to reminisce
about his friend. As a soft
breeze rustles through the
leaves of a nearby tree,
May’s voice quivers with
emotion as he remembers
his friend and his tragic

death. 
“I felt pretty upset when

I found out,” said May. “It

was the morning and I saw
all the police cars over
there. I didn’t think that it

might have been Paul.
When one of the persons
in the building I lived in
told me about it, I was real-
ly upset. I was so angry for
what they did.

“It was this bench right
here where he was sleep-
ing,” he said for emphasis.
“It’s a shame, you know.
The guy was so quiet. He
never harmed anybody. He
always kept to himself.”

May will be front and
centre tomorrow at an 11
a.m. memorial service —
The Day of the Homeless —
in honour of Croutch and
the many other homeless
who have lived and died on
Toronto streets. The service
will be held in front of the
Good Neighbours’ Club,
where a plaque in
Croutch’s honour will be
unveiled.
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Raymond May sits on the Moss Park bench where former friend
Paul Croutch was beaten to death by a group of intoxicated sol-
diers from a Toronto armoury. May plans to talk tomorrow about
the friend he lost during The Day of the Homeless. 
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����� ����	�� Could this be
the next “killer app,” the
first to fulfil technology’s
promise as a democratiz-
ing tool for citizens who
have long felt disconnect-
ed?

That’s what the City of
Boston is counting on with
its new iPhone application,
“Citizens Connect.” Bean-
town residents who own
one of Apple’s smart-
phones will soon be able to
download the application
for free, Citizens Connect
application, which will en-
able them to snap and for-
ward pictures of any prob-
lem in the city — such as a
downed tree, broken water
main or snow-covered side-
walk. 

The picture gets sent di-

rectly to city hall, the
iPhone’s internal GPS map-
ping system helps verify
the exact location, a work
order is created by the ap-
propriate department and
the user receives a track-
ing number to follow the
progress until the problem
is fixed.

Testing has just begun
and the man who came up
with the idea — a Canadi-
an, of course — is hopeful
the application will be live
in three weeks when users
will be able to download it
directly from Apple’s App
Store.

“The vision is what we
call ‘citizen sourcing.’”
says Nigel Jacob,  a technol-
ogy adviser for the City of
Boston. �
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Boston test pilots
‘Citizen’ application

3-1-1 service
set to start
ringing
�
��	�� Toronto’s long-
promised, oft-delayed 3-1-1
municipal information
hotline should finally start
ringing next month. 

The 3-1-1 service, used
by residents of many big
cities, including New York
and Chicago, was first
touted by Mayor David
Miller in the 2003 election
campaign and again in the
2006 race.

But only now is the serv-
ice finally getting hooked
up, nearly six years after it
was first promised.

With one simple phone
number, residents should
be able to report problems
to city hall, from potholes
to missed garbage pickup.
The line is meant to help
callers avoid the
frustration of being trans-
ferred from department to
department. The delayed
rollout can be blamed on
initial foot-dragging by bu-
reaucrats and politicians,
said Coun. Peter Milczyn.
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